S2500

nominations, including two circuit
nominees and three district court
nominees, who will all receive a vote in
the committee next week. The Senate
is now going to scale up our efforts to
fill more than 80 vacancies in the Fed-
eral judiciary.

It is no secret that, lacking a robust
legislative agenda, the Republican ma-
jority, under President Trump, focused
on judges, confirming around 200.
President Obama, in his 8 years, ap-
pointed 320. So even though, on a 4-
year-to-4-year basis, Trump did more,
overall, Obama had a greater effect on
the judiciary than Trump.

Now, President Biden has the oppor-
tunity to fill more than 80 vacancies—
likely more. Under this Democratic
majority, the Senate will swiftly and
routinely take up President Biden’s ap-
pointments to the Federal bench. It
will redress the imbalance that the
Trump administration caused by
choosing so many judges who were so
far hard right, way out of the main-
stream not just of the American people
but even of the Republican Party.

Under this Democratic majority, we
are going to swiftly and routinely take
up President Biden’s appointments to
the Federal bench to restore some bal-
ance. And, I must say, President
Biden’s judicial candidates provide a
stark contrast to the quality, to the
caliber of President Trump’s nomina-
tions. President Biden’s nominees are
qualified, mainstream, and actually re-
flect the diversity of the country.
Many have spent years as public de-
fenders, an experience that is sorely
lacking on the Federal bench. They
also include the first Native American
to be nominated to the Federal court,
the second-ever Puerto Rican, and the
second Black woman to sit on the Sec-
ond Circuit in my home State of New
York. I am very proud of that.

That is a far cry from what we got
under President Trump and then-Ma-
jority Leader MCCONNELL. For 4 years,
the Republican leader turned the Sen-
ate into a conveyor belt for inexperi-
enced lawyers, many with deeply rad-
ical views on women’s choice, voting
rights, criminal justice, and civil
rights. A few of them were so extreme
on the issues of race and voting that
Republican Senators joined with Demo-
crats to reject those nominations.

With President Biden, we are going
to bring balance back to the Federal
judiciary by confirming judges who are
beholden to the law, not some far-right
agenda.

———

NOMINATION OF KRISTEN M.
CLARKE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on an-
other issue in the Judiciary Com-
mittee, this morning the Judiciary
Committee will also vote on a very im-
portant nominee to the Department of
Justice, Kristen Clarke, to serve as the
Assistant AG for Civil Rights.

The daughter of Jamaican immi-
grants, Ms. Clarke is an extremely well
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qualified and capable civil rights attor-
ney who will be the first Black woman
to ever fill her position at the Justice
Department.

But her obvious quality did not stop
a few of our Republican colleagues
from trying to smear her record. The
political right seems to relish in trying
to score political points by connecting
every Justice Department nominee,
many of whom happen to be women of
color, to hot-button partisan issues,
whether or not they have any rel-
evance.

In Ms. Clarke’s hearing, it reached
the point of absurdity when she was
grilled on an obviously satirical piece
she published for her college news-
paper. Just like Ms. Vanita Gupta, who
I am proud to say is now the Associate
Attorney General, Ms. Clarke was
treated by the minority on the Judici-
ary Committee like some hair-raising
radical, despite her record, her quali-
fications, and her support from all
sides. And just like Ms. Gupta, Ms.
Clarke has been endorsed by the Na-
tion’s most powerful law enforcement
organizations, including the Inter-
national Association of Chiefs of Police
and the Major Cities Chiefs Associa-
tion.

Ms. Clarke is an outstanding, an out-
standing nominee, and I urge all of my
colleagues on the Senate Judiciary to
advance her nomination today.

With that, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
will begin this morning where I began
on Monday, talking about National Po-
lice Week. Yesterday, I got to welcome
members of Kentucky’s Fraternal
Order of Police here to my office. I was
glad for the chance to share my grati-
tude for their service and hear what
was on their minds.

Tragically, the past year’s fallen offi-
cers, whom we will be memorializing
this week, includes one of Kentucky’s
own. In early 2020, Detective James
Kirk of the Stanton Police Department
suddenly passed away from a heart at-
tack in the wake of struggling with an
armed subject. He was only 40 years
old.

By all accounts, during James’s near-
ly 20 years of service, he became a
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model officer. He even served as police
chief of a nearby department. His col-
leagues remembered his easygoing,
friendly nature and his total profes-
sionalism.

As our Nation honors this brave Ken-
tuckian, we continue to hold his wife
Brandy, their family, and the entire
Stanton Police Department in our
prayers. Later today, Detective Kirk
will join the ranks of heroes enshrined
on the National Law Enforcement Me-
morial.

We are also honoring our colleagues
here in the Capitol this week, the U.S.
Capitol Police. On Peace Officers Me-
morial Day this Saturday, we will espe-
cially remember Officers Evans,
Sicknick, and Liebengood, all taken
too soon.

Their sacrifices are a sharp reminder:
Standing with law enforcement isn’t
something we can do only 1 week every
year; we need to back the blue all year
round.

————
CHINA

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on
an entirely different matter, while
Senators were back in our home States
last week, the Washington Post ran
this headline: ‘‘Chinese greenhouse gas
emissions now larger than those of de-
veloped countries combined.” Let me
say that again. ‘‘Chinese greenhouse
gas emissions now larger than those of
developed countries combined.”

China is out-emitting the TUnited
States, India, and the entire European
Union combined. They are now respon-
sible for more than one-fourth of the
entire world’s emissions. Beijing ad-
mits they aren’t even planning for
their emissions to start declining for
another decade.

It is a clear reality check: No matter
how much self-inflicted pain the far
left might want to impose on American
workers and families, it would barely
make any dent in the global calculus.
Remember, with the United States out-
side the Paris Agreement, our emis-
sions fell on our own even as our econ-
omy grew. Meanwhile, countries inside
the deal, like China, have kept roaring
right on by.

Strangely, this didn’t stop the Biden
administration from rushing to rejoin
the failed deal. This is just one of the
ways in which American competitive-
ness has recently seemed to take a
back seat.

This White House canceled a pipeline
project that would have increased en-
ergy security and supported thousands
of American jobs. They froze explo-
ration of domestic resources that
helped our Nation become a net energy
exporter for the first time since the
1950s.

After we just spent 4 years beginning
to rebuild and modernize our national
defense, this administration indicated
they will propose to cut defense spend-
ing after inflation—fewer resources for
our troops, fewer tools to keep pace
with China. They want to play year-to-
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year games while our adversaries and
competitors plan years and decades in
advance.

As former Defense Secretary Bob
Gates put it in an interview this week,
cutting spending on our military would
be ‘“‘a terrible mistake.” That is Presi-
dent Obama’s Defense Secretary, Bob
Gates.

There could not be a more dangerous
approach for the United States—short-
changing the Pentagon and making
America less competitive.

The first draft of the so-called jobs
bill that the White House put forward
would play into the same dangerous
dynamic. I am talking about the multi-
trillion-dollar proposal that spends less
than 6 percent—less than 6 percent—on
roads and bridges, the plan that Ivy
League economists say would cost hun-
dreds of billions of dollars more than
the White House says; push American
workers’ wages down; and somehow
manage to shrink our economy despite
taxing, borrowing, and spending tril-
lions more dollars. That is not a plan
to make America stronger and more
competitive; it is a plan to pile up debt
to leave us even weaker. It would be
better news for Beijing than for our
own citizens.

That is the bad news. The good news
is that the Senate can do better. This
body has long tackled real infrastruc-
ture on a commonsense, bipartisan
basis and ended up with bills that
passed by big, lopsided, bipartisan
votes. That is what we Republicans are
prepared to do again. That is the path
I discussed with President Biden at the
White House just yesterday. It was a
good meeting. That is the road that the
practical proposal from Senator CAPITO
and a number of my fellow Republican
Senators would begin to take us down.

If our Democratic friends are finally
ready to reach across the aisle and
work together to locate common
ground, I am hopeful we can do a lot of
good for the country and compete with
China for real.

—————
IRAN

Mr. MCCONNELL. On one final mat-
ter, the attacks being directed at inno-
cent Israeli citizens are coming from
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic jihad.
Both these terrorist groups receive
support from Iran.

The regime in Tehran is the most ac-
tive state sponsor of terrorism in the
entire world. The regime supports Shia
terrorists, Sunni terrorists, and secular
terrorists.

Many of the rockets now raining
down on Israel cities are gifts from
Iran, technologies of terror honed by
Iran’s proxies in Yemen, Iraq, Syria,
and Lebanon.

Days ago, the U.S. Navy seized weap-
ons on a vessel that appears to have
been dispatched from Iran bound for
Yemen to fuel the violent Houthi ter-
rorists, in violation of the U.N. embar-
go. Just last night, the Houthis again
fired missiles against Saudi Arabia.
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Public reporting suggests Iran’s prox-
ies, on top of assassinating Iraqi pro-
testers, are stepping up attacks on the
U.S. and coalition presence in Iraq as
well. Iran is emboldened by our retreat
from Afghanistan. They are eager to
challenge an administration that ap-
pears desperate to return to a failed
deal.

What former Defense Secretary Bob
Gates said this week about weakness
inviting challenge from China and Rus-
sia applies to Iran as well.

The answer is not accommodation; it
is America’s strength. But reportedly,
this administration is considering pre-
emptive concessions—a huge rollback
of sanctions, squandering our leverage,
just to leap back into a failed nuclear
deal. I sincerely hope these reports
prove to be wrong.

It is difficult to believe an American
President would consider removing
terrorism- or missile-related sanctions
at the very moment Iranian rockets
are raining down on Israel, Iranian-
backed militia are attacking American
facilities in Iraq, and Iranian missiles
are being trained on Saudi Arabia.

I cannot understand why the admin-
istration is considering any sanctions
relief to induce Tehran back into the
Obama deal in the first place. It would
be total malpractice to squander our
leverage just to jump back into a
flawed deal. That kind of preemptive
capitulation would make negotiating a
better deal much, much more difficult.

Iran’s own Foreign Minister has la-
mented that the terror masterminds of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
basically run the country. So what on
BEarth does our administration think
the successors of Soleimani would do
with another influx of cash?

If the administration will stay smart,
stay tough, and work toward a better
deal that truly halts Iran’s nuclear and
missile programs, as well as a strategy
to confront Iranian terrorism, then the
President will find support and part-
nership from the Republican side. But
if the administration chooses policies
that leave America weaker and the
world more dangerous, Republicans
will stand up for the right course.

——
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Morning business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the
following nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Amber Faye McReynolds, of
Colorado, to be a Governor of the
United States Postal Service for a term
expiring December 8, 2026.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from New Hamp-
shire.

AFGHANISTAN

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to address
what I believe is an urgent and funda-
mental issue of our policy in Afghani-
stan, and that is, what happens to the
women and girls when the United
States and NATO forces leave after 20
years?

Over the years, as I have talked to
my constituents and people around the
country, one of the things they have
all been united on about our effort in
Afghanistan has been the difference
that our intervention has made for
women and girls.

Before we went into Afghanistan in
2002, girls were not allowed to go to
school, women were not allowed to
work, and there was no freedom of
movement for women and girls unless
they had a male escort. They couldn’t
listen to music. They were required to
wear burgas anytime they went out of
their homes.

What we have seen has been safety
and security for Afghan women and
girls as the result of our intervention,
but now all of these gains are at risk as
we withdraw our forces. The lack of
emphasis on the safety and security of
Afghan women and girls in the peace
process is what has brought us to this
point.

We are leaving by September, and
there is no plan to ensure that the
rights that were achieved for women
and girls are actually protected, even
though we have legislation that says
that in conflict areas like Afghanistan,
we have a responsibility to ensure that
women are at the negotiating table.

Well, as we rethink the role of the
United States in Afghanistan, I want to
put a face on what we are talking
about, what it means if we don’t
prioritize women’s rights there.

In March of this year, the State De-
partment posthumously honored seven
women who were given the Inter-
national Women of Courage Award.
These are all women who were killed in
Afghanistan in 2020. They are pictured
here. They were murdered—assas-
sinated, really—for choosing to live
their lives outside of the narrow con-
fines of what the Taliban and other ex-
tremist groups deem acceptable for
women, and they reflect the thousands
of other women in Afghanistan who
have been the targets of violence.

We have seen over the last months of
2020 and beginning of 2021 that women
were deliberately targeted for assas-
sination, particularly women in high-
profile positions. These women have
been murdered for going to school, for
reporting the news, for delivering
healthcare or running for public office.
We talk about them as courageous, and
certainly they are, but they should not
have to be courageous to do the kinds
of things that they were murdered for.

It should not require courage to be a
journalist like Malalai Maiwand, who
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